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Definition and Purpose of Definition and Purpose of 
Tactical EMSTactical EMS

NonNon--military EMS that has been modified military EMS that has been modified 
for the realities of the austere environmentfor the realities of the austere environment
TEMS provides an avenue to deliver the TEMS provides an avenue to deliver the 
spectrum of services necessary to establish spectrum of services necessary to establish 
and maintain the health, welfare, and and maintain the health, welfare, and 
safety of all individuals within a tactical safety of all individuals within a tactical 
environmentenvironment



Specialized Need for Tactical EMSSpecialized Need for Tactical EMS

Violent or potentially violent crime scenesViolent or potentially violent crime scenes
DisastersDisasters
Gatherings involving a large number of Gatherings involving a large number of 
peoplepeople
Emergent medical care within an austere Emergent medical care within an austere 
environmentenvironment
Routine medical support during extended Routine medical support during extended 
missionsmissions



Firearms are not the FocusFirearms are not the Focus

Care and service to civiliansCare and service to civilians
Care and service to perpetratorsCare and service to perpetrators
Care and service to law enforcement Care and service to law enforcement 
officersofficers
Achieved with specialized Achieved with specialized TEMSTEMS (tactical (tactical 
EMS)EMS) units and units and SRTsSRTs (special response (special response 
teams)teams)



Altered Standards of CareAltered Standards of Care
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Benefits of a DesignatedBenefits of a Designated
TEMS/SRT Provider in OhioTEMS/SRT Provider in Ohio

Defined scope of practiceDefined scope of practice
Defined training requirementsDefined training requirements
Defined continuing education needsDefined continuing education needs
Reciprocity throughout OhioReciprocity throughout Ohio
Invaluable asset for Ohio’s law enforcement Invaluable asset for Ohio’s law enforcement 
agencies and communitiesagencies and communities
Nurtures statewide interoperability of TEMS Nurtures statewide interoperability of TEMS 
units and SRTs units and SRTs 



Benefits of a Designated TEMS/SRTBenefits of a Designated TEMS/SRT
Provider to the CommunityProvider to the Community

Primary source of emergent medical Primary source of emergent medical 
services in an austere environmentservices in an austere environment
Occupational health support during Occupational health support during 
missions (especially extended ones)missions (especially extended ones)
TEMS presence is becoming a standard TEMS presence is becoming a standard 
during elective tactical missions for many during elective tactical missions for many 
law enforcement agencieslaw enforcement agencies
May potential reduce workplace/BWC May potential reduce workplace/BWC 
insurance premiums and costsinsurance premiums and costs



The DreamThe Dream

Creation of a EMTCreation of a EMT--Tactical (EMTTactical (EMT--T) T) 
provider levelprovider level
Creation of a specific tactical EMS curriculaCreation of a specific tactical EMS curricula
Development of minimum equipment and Development of minimum equipment and 
personnel gear requirementspersonnel gear requirements
Enhanced eligibility for federal and state Enhanced eligibility for federal and state 
funding for TEMSfunding for TEMS



Building Blocks Building Blocks 

Core ContentCore Content
Scope of PracticeScope of Practice
Education StandardsEducation Standards
Testing StandardsTesting Standards
Credentialing StandardsCredentialing Standards



TEMS Subcommittee ActionsTEMS Subcommittee Actions

Initial focus will be the creation of a TEMS Initial focus will be the creation of a TEMS 
provider status for the EMTprovider status for the EMT--ParamedicParamedic
Scope of PracticeScope of Practice
Course curriculumCourse curriculum
TEMS Medical Director QualificationsTEMS Medical Director Qualifications
Opportunities for TEMS testingOpportunities for TEMS testing



Important Next StepsImportant Next Steps

Creation of a “grandfathering” path with Creation of a “grandfathering” path with 
possible bridge materialspossible bridge materials
Legislation and/or regulationLegislation and/or regulation

Certification and recertification requirementsCertification and recertification requirements
Scope of PracticeScope of Practice
ImmunityImmunity
Medical Director QualificationsMedical Director Qualifications

Consideration of the creation of additional Consideration of the creation of additional 
advanced practice paramedic specialtiesadvanced practice paramedic specialties




